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Course Objectives 
At the completion of this course, the students should be able to: 

* Discuss and understand the significance of footwear evidence

* Discuss and understand the proper use of terminology in footwear examinations

* Discuss and understand the nomenclature of shoes

* Discuss and understand the effects of surface type, substrate, matrix, and the environment on the quality of footwear impressions

* Discuss and understand the proper collection techniques and their impact on the examination process

* Discuss and understand the different types of impressions (2D, 3D, Mirrored and Negative)

* Discuss and understand the different methods for collecting known standards (2D and 3D)

* Discuss and understand the importance of examination quality photographs and their impact on the examination process

* Discuss and understand the different types of footwear manufacturing techniques

* Discuss and understand how manufacturing techniques and their impact on the examination process

* Discuss and understand the use of class and individual characteristics during the footwear examination process

* Discuss and understand the use of ACE-V methodology in the comparison process

* Discuss and understand the difference between variations and distortions

* Discuss and understand the weight given to different characteristics during the examination process

* Discuss and understand the range of conclusions and when it's appropriate to use them

* Discuss and understand how to arrive at the appropriate conclusion and how not to overstate conclusions

* Discuss and understand the use of automated searching

* Discuss and understand the elements of proper case documentation

* Discuss and understand how to write footwear reports

* Discuss and understand the OSAC Guidelines

* Discuss and understand how to present a footwear comparison and opinions in court.

Recommended Reading 
Bodziak, William J. Footwear Impression Evidence: Detection, Recovery, and Examination, 2nd Edition. CRC 

Press LLC, Boca Raton, Florida. 2000. 

Bodziak, William J. Forensic Footwear Evidence, 2nd Edition. CRC Press LLC, Boca Raton, Florida. 2017. 
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